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“any, minfarced éﬁéfenﬁe.r:n . There were rmther uatr_h tmezs hor: ms

responsibility; i.e., the protection of priority resources, No base, accord-

ing to surveys, however, was “QJTprPF or manned to accomplish its assumed
J- Jl :

or zctual role of base detfense.

- The same ...prﬁh'l_m prevailed at all t!SAF.--tenanted- -Mé;s& j.;irn-::-::.i?i_'-;_g?i:-i_an!d:;.--_. -
First, as stated, the realm of responsibility had long been overshadowed by
the actual defensive role. There were practically no Free'fire-zonesf@réund
any of the bases. In the general area of low priority staltic seniry posis,
shanty towns had been erected as close as %0 yards to base boundaries.
Communist sympathizers were known to be living in them. There was a shortage

of manpower (See Appendix [}, There was no pe:rm&ter iencing am f’en,

Furthermere, the attaimment of one of ﬁ'&ﬁ!
4/
improvements would be medequate without the others.

effective defoliation p

Funds had been requested many times througﬁ ‘the -mﬂi-tar‘y'wnstrﬂc-ﬁm-

'pmgram, as well &s from operational and mmtename wdgets, bu!: wi t&imt
: success.. The attack on Udorn ws the added 3ustificﬂtim needed in the ne;xt..

: mqaest far* funds wmch pﬂssw?y might have won apmﬂ} to incmss the

5

number of USAF security men, and provide newer and reore eqmpment. S

Changes in Eguipment

As an example of their needs, the 8§l-nm mortar was ordered for Udorn
and Hakhon Phanom in mid-August 1968, This item had Tong been considered
desirable for base defenders, but its introduction to Thailand had been denied

because it was classified as & "heavy weapon”. Therefore, it nhad been on
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Justification for defoliation inclusion in ROE on 1969.





























CHAPTER IV
CONCLUSIONS

Numerous Thai and U.S. agencies investigating the attack on Udorn, had
differences of opinion. These varied as to the origin of the attackers, the

identity of the attackers, what their target was, and what, exactly, their

goal had been. Opinions were based on individual experiences, sources of

information and the intelligence available.

It had already been realized that additional perimeter defenses were
vital in preventing the type of attack which was undertaken against Udorn
on 26 July. Among these needs were adequate fencing, lighting, trip flares,
additional USAF Security Police authorizations (to include sentry dogs and
handlers), reinforced defense bunkers, more and better access roads, defolia-

tion, free fire zones, and better equipment to include radios, transportation,

and weapons. These were required to carry out day-to-day internal defense

operations.

Externally, U.S. officials concerned with defending U.S. resources in
Southeast Asia recognized that requirements existed for flare and gunships,
as well as airlift capabilities in support of the responsible country-wide
defense forces. The lock of adequate external defense planning had also
been feared. This was the responsibility of the RTG, and the USAF continually
showed its desire to see final plans in effect.

U.S. officials had consistently sought to gain these improvements;
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