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Pride in tlle past...

Securlty guards honored for bra very

Two Thai and American security guards were
honored at an awards ceremony citing them for their
heroic deeds during the Oct. 3sapper attack on Udorn -
.RTAFB.-

At the Oct. 30 ceremony, Thai Security Guard
Fourth Class Kam-Ai Buengchaipoom was posthu-
mously awarded the Bronze Star with “V” device for
valor.

Security guard Kam-Ai was killeg by attacking
sappers. He was cited for his “courageous and
aggressive action against superior odds,” which
contributed in repellmg and forcmg the .enemy to
withdraw.

Edward F. Masters, Deputy Chief of Mission,
American Embassy, Bangkok, pinned the medal on
Kam-Ai’s 5-year old son, Sangchai, who was accom-
panied by his mother and relatives at the ceremony.

Thai Security Guard Fourth Class Eiw. Intara-
vichien was also awarded the Bronze Star wnth “y”
device for valor.

Security guard Eiw, while challenging the then-
unidentified sappers, was shot in the face. Serious-
ly injured, he walked approximately 500 yards “ex-
posing himself to possible weapons fire from his
attackers.” He is credited with alerting the reaction
forces in time to repel the attack. .

TSgt. Thomas W. Dexter and AIC JamesD. Meyer
were awarded Purple Hearts for wounds incurred
in action against the sappers. Both men, assigned
to the 432d Combat Support Group, were among the
initial reaction team responding to the sapper threat.

Mr. Masters commented, “Here at'Udorn and at
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| _ ‘ Awarded Purple Hearts

Meyer,

Dexter

30

der,

AIC James D,
left, and
TSgt. Thomas W.
"~ were
awarded Purple
Hearts at the Oct.
ceremony.
- Both men were
wounded
the Oct. 3 sapper
attack. Maj. Gen.
James D. Hughes,
7/13th Air Force
Deputy Comman-
made the
presentations.

several other bases around Thalland Thaiand Ameri-
can -personnel have worked in close concert to ensyre
the safety of men and ‘equipment and the continuous
operation essential to our mutual war effort; this has
by no means been ‘an easy task, for our enemies
have, as you know, made several attempts since
1968 to attack our Jomtly used bases.

“We can be justifiably pleased "with our success'
in preventing a successful enemy attack thus far.
In-looking ahead, continuing vigilance is in order;
above all, we must remember -the lessons we have
learned; that is—the absolutely essential requirement
that we continue to work together in a spirit of mu-
tual confidence for our mutual benefit.”

Maj. Gen. James D. Hughes, Deputy Commander
7/13th Air Force presided .over the ceremony and
added, “I salute you for your bravery, your courage
and your dedication.”

Col. Scott G. Smith, 432d Tactical Fighter/

Reconnaissance. Wing commander, borrowing from
the motto of the Thai/U.S. Secunty Forces said, -

“In unity. there is strength. Those words symbollze
to me the great friendship betwéen our two countries.
Thailand has -brave men. We have brave men. - We.
honor them today.”

Thai dignitaries. attending the ceremony included:
Governor of Udorn Thani Province Charoen Panthong;
Lt. Gen. Kriangsak Chavanand, Deputy Chief of Staff,
Supreme Command Headquarters Lt. Gen. Kamchorn

Promyothee; assistant to deputy chiefof staff Supreme

Command Headquarters; and Maj. Prachoon Chalsm,
Udorn RTAFB commander.
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VALOROUS ACTION - Edward F Masters Chlet'-

-of Mission, American Embassy, Bangkok, pins Bronze
-Star with “V” device for valor on Thai Security

Guard Eiw Intaravichien, who alerted the security .

. force of approaching sappers: (Oct. 3 attack) though-

seriously wounded. (U.S. Air Force Photo. By TSgt.

. -Gorge Alvorado)
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Pﬁde in th-e'past...'

300 ROUNDS PER MINUTE — That’s
the maximum capability of the 40 mm,
XM-174 grenade launcher that Nhoo Phool

The men shuffled around the
overhung area withM-16’s slung
over their camouglagedfatigues.
The sharp cracks of the wea-
pons dominated the mumbled
conversations as each man
checked his weapon and the am-
mo filled webbed belt.

A smoky haze hung overthe
small area as . some of the
guards enjoyed an ice cold
bottle of pop to kill the evening
heat.

‘When the Flight Commander
suddenly appeared the
scrambled to formation to re-
ceive their duty posts and spe-

. cial orders. The Thai guards
formed to the left and the Ame-
rican guards to the right.

Whendismissed they grabbed
their duffle bags and crawled
into armoured personnel car-
riers, jumped onto trucks and
loaded squeaking buses and
valve-clicking jeeps tc deploy
to their posts.

Guard Mount was over and
the bleak hours of darkness had
begun for Udorn’s elite base
defense team “Tiger Flight.”

Nightly, approximately 250
men are deployed to strategic
locations on base to protect
the resources and men of Udorn
during the critical and most
vulnerable hours of darkness.

Throughout the night numer-
ous huge clumsy looking ar-
moured personnel carriers, af-
fectionately tagged “hogs”, roam

- the almost deserted streets.
The “hogs” carry a. spe-
cially equipped six-man team

known as a “Delta Team”. The .

quick reaction team can res-
pond in minutes to any pene-
trated area on base and repel

men_

&

N, .

an enemy force until additional

back up forces are deployed.
Complementing the = Delta:
Teams are the Security Alert!
Teams (SAT), composéd of two
Thai guards and one American
guard. Driving drab olive jeeps
and equipped with an M-60 ma-
chine gun, M-16s and grenades
these swift mobile units pa-
trol specific sectors on base.
Adding to the senses of man
are the eyes and ears of the
'sentry and patrol dogs. Manand
beast together exploring the
darkness, watching ‘the distant
faint lights of villages "and lis-
tening to noises’ echoing'through
the empty night air. _
Alone walking . over sandy
ground they memorize every
rugged tree trunk, dried bush
and link in the perimeter fence
always expecting the unexpect-
ed. For the next eight hours
man and dog will be colorless
silhouettes in the shadows of
darkness. L
Jutting upward from the
earth are numerous_ 60 foot
dingy towers. Confined to a
five foot by five foot area, the
tower guards oversee the flat
rice- paddies. Using search
lights, infra-red lights and
starlight scopes they observe
and report all suspicious acti-
vity.
Scattered around the base
are several small and some-

what concealed machine gunand -
. mortor bunkers. Tarps draped

over the rear of the sandbaged
bunkers make it next to im-
possible to determine the exact
location of the men inside the
bunker. : ' )

Throughout the night, with

prepared to fire during a recent deploy-
ment exercise of a “Delta Team.”

weapon in hand, they peer at
barren ricé paddies. ‘Frequent-
ly local villagers travel ham-
mered paths close to the peri-
meter fence and each time small
beads of sweat begin to flow
from the guards as they - cau-
tiously watch the travelers with
the perception of a cat, eyes

‘flashing and lips dry until the

mystery intruder vanishes in
the moonlight ... anticipating-
thinking that could have been
it. And mentally testing them-
selves step by step if they were
challenged.

The heart of the well-piled
machinery of base defense is
Central Security Control. II-
luminated maps and charts pin-

point locations of defense units

in each of three sectors. The
dimly lit miniture command post
has three separate stations for
each sector. Each sector su-
pervisor and security controller
has_their own radio frequency
and can operate independentl
of the other sectors. :
Responsible for the entire
security of the installation dur-
ing non-duty hours is the “Ti-
ger Flight” commander, usually

" a Master Sergeant aided by a

Thai NCO. .
The commanders are
strict, rigid ..and demanding.

Nightly they conduct exercises,
testing their own defenses and
capabilities and observing and
inspecting their own guards.
“Tiger Flight” is an elite
and proud unit. A physically and
mentally demanding unit. They
have to be! For in their hands

. are all the resources and the
“lives of the men and women at -

Udorn RTAFB.

"BUNKER ACTION — A
ner, left, takes control
chine gun capable of fi

IRON RATIONS — SSgt. Ron Englett checks out an M-16 machine
gun at the security police armory prior to guard mount.

Story by

st Lt. Jerry Guess
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ight Defenders

rd-  per minute. TSgt. Sawai provides added

na-  protection with an M-16 machine gun. -
nds . :

Wl o™

-500 POUNDS PER SQUARE INCH — That’s the amount of pressure’

you’d feel if Sgt. Robert Cruetter commanded “Lucky” to test your
reflexes. - i :

MORTAR MEN — AIC Ted Buxton, left, rounds are on target.. . TSgt. Sumran,
loads an illumination round in a 81 mm - center, prepares to feed another round to
mortar. AIC David Demarcus, right, Airman Buxton. :
prechecks all sightings to insure the

Photos by

AT1C Marty Edelstein

' ' ‘ SLAP FLARES — Provide the necessary illumination for base
‘ o ' ) y defense forces to visually inspect possible penetrated areas of the
: base perimeter.



Udorn stops sap
infiltrators mis.

COOOTwo enemy infiltrators and U.S. and 'ThaiSeéufity , ' o
Forces exchanged grenade and automatic weapons fire in '

the early morning hours of Oct. 3 which left one infil-
trator dead and another wounded and captured.

A Thai Sentry Dog patroller waskilled and two others
wounded in the attack. Three U.S. Security Policemen of
the 432d Combat Support Group were also wounded.

At approximately 12:30 a.m., Thai Sentry Guard

Eiw spotted what he thought to be thieves inside the base perimeter.
While radioing for assistance, a bullet from an automatic assault
rifle, which was used by the infiltrators, smashed his walkie talk-
ie shattering his jaw bone. :

“I didn’t even realize I was shot until I was at the hospital,”
commented Eiw. ' . :

The sentry dog handler then ransome 200 yards to alert an entry
controller on the flightline. Hardly able to talk, he managed to
point out the direction of the infiltrators. : -

As two U.S. canine teams reacted, the infiltrators made their _ ' -
way to the Novemberrevetment area, which separated them from '
the parked F-4 Phantoms nearby. Spotting the security team, the in-
filtrators opened fire with -automatic .weapons ‘and grenades.
_ “They managed to get inside a revetment and stand off our ad-
vance,” said 'a security police spokesman. “The fire fighting con-~
tinued.until about 3a.m. when we heardan explosion in the vincinity
of the infiltrators. One of the infiltrators had blown himself to
pieces with a satchel charge of explosives.”
There were approximately nine satchel charges recovered by ’
the Wing Explosive Ordnance Disposal: (EOD) Team: and ‘seven N
more purposely detonated at the scene. : .
‘Minor damage was done to” the 555th Taétical Fighter Squadron
Headquarters Building and a support unit when' two undiscovered
satchel charges exploded. No one was injured.
“Getting assistance from a Marine helicopter,” .continued the
spokesman, “security police riflemen boarded the chopper to com-
bat the lone infiltrator. With the aid of a. ‘Snoopy’ flareship, we
spotted the infiltrator slumped over numerous satchel charges. He
wasn’t dead, but we suspected his wounded body was boody trapped
so we awaited the arrival of the EOD people.” o
Search and clearing operations continued on base throughout. the
next day. :
While conflicting reports were given as to the rumber of
infiltrators, security forces estimated the figure to be about eight to-
12. However, only eight of the infiltrators were actually on base.
The others stayed outside the perimeter. - :
Killed in the attack was Thai Guard Kam-ai. U.S. Security
personnel wounded in the attack were SSgt. Glenn Baker, TSgt.
Thomas Dexter and A1C James Myer. : -

DEADLY EXPLOSIVES--SMSgt. Teddy 'M. Ma- - - ; -d_l_; vered on base
bry, NCOIC Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) - : ere rpcovergd,
shows dearmed land mine left behind by sappers er he-spot because of
after the unsuccessful sabotage attempt Oct. 3. suspected booby ‘trapi SAF PHOTOS) -




AII U S. Serwcemen on Alen‘

BANGKOK (AP)—Ter-
rorists for the second con-
secutive day struck at an

American air base in Thai-

land when they broke into
the sprawling base at
Udorn. Monday night, -and
all U.S. bases in the .country
were placed on full alert.

A Thai guard and ‘one attack-
er were killed in- the' initial -as-

sault on the base, and security’
forces sweeping the surround-

en fOI'IStS

ing country later kllled two
more terrorists.

Two American -and two Thai.
security guards-were wounded i in.

the firefight that followed ' the
initial. assault. .
Thai.. sources sald one of the

attackers was captured. He was.
said to be A Meo hilltribesman,

one of a group of nomadic people
who have, been in revolt against
the central ° government for
years.

Thai military officials said he

had a Communist-made AK47.

assault ifle - and North.- Vlet-:

namese ' fiéld rations on him
when captured

The attack on'Udorn, 300 miles
northeast of Bangkok, was the

second assault'on U.S; Air Force .

mstallatlons in.24 hours

‘The first was a: mortar bomb--i

ardment of the. fighter-bomber
base at Ubon Sunday night,

That attack realized the worst.

fears of American Air Force of-
ficers in that it waSs the first use

of mortars and indicates a ma--

“sjor upgradmg of. Commumst

flrepower
It is a development, the -Air

" Force and the U.S. Mission have

long dreaded. For more than
seven years the air bases . in

Thailand have:, been relatively -

trouble-free, sanctuaries.
‘ Previous raids were poorly or-
ganized, amateurishly executed

and easily beaten off by Thai
and American ‘base security,

teams. -
The introduction of mortars,
however, puts the 48,000 Ameri-

“still are vulnera__ble L

_populated ¢oun

- as has been’ provi

r bombers, B52s and “as-
son:ted electronic warfare planes
in Thailand within, range of.'the

aCommumst guns for the first

time in 'the ‘war.’ :
Although Amencan ofﬁclals
said Sunday’s 36-round barrage -

did no sigmficant damage to’

Ubon,  the prospect of  seripus’
damage and casualtles in future
attacks is real. -

Udotn, Ubon, and Nakorn
Phanom bases ‘are particularly
vulnerable. They are close to the
Mekong River, which is'a major
highway for Communist infil-
tration and supply from Laos.

Takhli,” Korat and U Tapao
are farther from the border but

‘al

mortar- fire’ '
All bases are in rouhgh thmly
t

good cover ; ;
though mos _alrcraft*: e ke
revetments,..we
tar fire: still -coule

é:ause ‘havoe;:
‘in ‘Commu-
mst raids on- Amencan air bases
in' South Vletnam over ‘the
years. .

American counter msurgency
advisors to the Thai' government
have antlclpated for some time
that the Communists would use
heavier,- longer range weapons

The Thaisinsist that most “of
the attacks. on thé air bases
have been performed by North-
Vietnamese. The Americans de-
scrlbe the attackers as “‘uniden-
tified.” -

. Past raids were: -

— Udorn, northeast Thalland
July 26, 1968. Six to ‘eight ‘sap-
pers attacked with satchel

. charges seriously damaging

three American aireraft, killing
one ‘American and one Thai. -

— Ubon, northeast Thailand,
July 28, 1969. Three terrorists
hurled satchel charges . at
parked aircraft, damaging two
USAF C47s. One American sen-

. try wounded.

—Ubon, Jan. 13, 1970. Five
terrorists penetrated the per-
imeter. All were killed, one
{American was wounded, no aii-
craft were damaged.

| Tapao, Jan. 9, 1872. Two
B52 stratofortresses slightly
damaged and one terrorist killed
in a predawn raid.



Security Police

chief talks

about mortar,

sapper attacks

Enemy sapbers are ad-
vancing. Their bodies are
laden with deadly high ex-

plosives and automatic
weapons. Their target--
Udorn’s F-4 Phantom
force. :

Today, the events that
transpired Oct. 3 are his-
tory. Thetwosappers were
stopped short of theirgoal.
One was killed; the other
captured. '

The day before, mortar
shells were dumped into
Ubon RTAFB, damaging
part of the flightline.

“We know it’s the job
the base security forces to
combat the enemy,” a con-
cerned airman commented
after the aitacks, “But what
do people do whoare caught
out in the open or in bar-
racks or work areas.”

‘To get the answer to
this and other questions,
the Easy Flyer interviewed
Maj. Kenneth J. Kwiatko-
ski, chief, Security Police.

Here are the results of

that interview:
Easy Flyer: What’s 1ne
difference between a mortar or
‘standoff attack’ and an attack
by sappers?
Kwiatkoski:

Any attack in

* which the indirect. use of wea-

pons are used--rockets, mor-
tars or small artillery--is con-
sidered a standoff attack-an
attack launched from outside
the base perimeter.

A sapper attack is done by
human beings carrying explo-
sives to the target, and deto-
nating the explosives on the
target. ’

The most dangerous attack
is the combination of the two--
a standoff attack withadvancing
sappers.

The Oct. 3 incident was very

definitely a sapper attack. The -

perimeter was breached by sap-
pers, two of whom penetrated
as deep as the November re-
vetments. The two sappers

were denied the right to with-

draw upon being discovered.
One waskilledonthe scene. The
other was wounded and cap-
tured.

Other penetrators were en-
gaged in a fire fight further
to the south, in the area we call
“Alpha Sector.”

Easy Flyer: What actions
taken by the security forces do
you credit with thwarting the
attack?

Kwiatkoski: The most nota-
ble action was performed by
the Thai security guard K-9
handler who made initial con-
tact with the two sappers.

Despite his wound--he was
shot in the face--he managed
to stay on his feet and stay
conscious to give the alarm
which enabled the rest of the
security force to deny the sa-
boteurs their target.

. Their (the security force)

PEL TN
Ty ) ey

Winddws

of the 555th Tactical Fighter Sq

gy ol

RO SR R T N i R T e o
uadron Headguarter buildings were shattered by the blast

of an enemy sapper’s explosive satchel charge during the Oct. 3 attack. (USAF PHO TO)

response was certainly highly
professional in all cases, and
some have been recommended
for special attention inthe form
of awards for valor.

Easy Flyer: What are the
basic alert noftifications fto tell
people what type of attack si-
tuation the base is under?

Kwiatkoski: There are two
basic alert notifications when
the base is susceptible to an
attack.

Gray alert is a moderate
increase in defense forces us-
ually caused by intelligence
from the local area or other
bases in Thailand that enemy
forces may be present.

Yellow alert is a decided
increase in defense forces
caused by an actual attack on
another - base; or, intelli-
gence that a attack on this base
is imminent.

Red- alert, of course, is
reserved for the actual attack.

People are .notified of the
particular  alert  condition
through direct communication
with units and AFTN radio and
TV announcements. Response
by all base security forces and
augmentees - is immediate.

Easy Flyer: Why do we
have security augmentees and
what is their job?

Kwiatkoski: Because we
simply donot have enough train-
ed policeman and Thai security
guards to cover the base during
an extended threat period.

During an attack situation,
the augmentees perform exactly
the same way as' the security
force.  They are integrated
completely with the security

force. Augmentees during the
Oct. 3 attack performed so
well that one of them was no-
minated for an awardalong with
the security force.

Easy Flyer: What should
the ordinary person do when
he’s caught out in the open in
a mortar or sapper altack?

Kwiatkoski: - The Disaster
Control Branch has recently
published articles in the daily
bulletin which 1 support com-
pletely. And roughly, the ad-
vice is this.

Do not seek a better place
of safety. Stay where you are.
A shallow ditch, a curb, a line
of sand bags, almost anything
that would give you protection
from mortar blast and shrapnel
will increase your safety.

To run around and look for
a safer place is almost inviting
a trip to the mortuary. If you
are inside, stay inside. Do
not leave your building, even
if you feel it’s in a target area.
Get under a desk, near an
inside wall or undér the bed.
But do not seek a safer shelter.

Most casualties occur when
people run around during an
indirect fire attack. The max-
imum danger from. a mortar
attack is shrapnel. Most mor-
tar rounds are detonated to ex-
plode on contact. And this is

.very light contact--a blade of

grass, a leaf, or a strand of
fence, will set off the fuse. This
is done purposely to the ex-

plosive . charge to blow the "

shrapnel outward.
Do not run around during a

“Most casualties occur when people runaround
during an indirect fire attack. Do not seek a better
place of safety. A shallow ditch, a curb, a line of |
sand bags -- almost anything that would give you
protection from mortar blast and shrapnel -- will.
increase your safety.”

sapper attack or fire fight.
Friendly forces may not be able
to communicate with you until
the area is safe. If you’re
inside, stay inside until the
fight is over.

In the past we have always
instructed our men tochallenge
(call halt) in both English and-
Thai. The simple “halt” is
repeated three times (If the de-
sired reponse is not rendered,
security forces are instructed
to fire). The Thai word for
halt is pronounced, “yoot.” Re-
cently we have added the Viet-
namese word for halt which
is pronounced, “Dong Li (lie).”

Easy Flyer: Are we vul-
nerable for another attack and
how well is the base defended
against it?

. Kwiatkoski: We are always
vulnerable for some form of
attack as long as the war con-
tinues. The major steps which
have bezen taken to thwart a
future attack has been in the
line of increasing Royal Thai

. government response on the ex-

ternal portion of our perimeter.
Our internal defenses are

. and always have been sound.

We've proven that in two (un-
successful) attacks over the
past four years.

They were carrying explo-
sives ‘very similar to those
used in sapper attacks in Viet-
nam and previous ones inThai-
land--a satchel charge, appro-
ximately one-pound, hand gre-
nades of Chinese and Russian
manufacture, Czech assault ri-
fles and a personnel mine which
is relatively new to us.




